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MAINSHEET
Wabamun Sailing Club

Commodore’s Message
What a Year
This is a year where nothing seems to have remained the same, a fact made clear by
having a pandemic thrown in on us. This has presented serious complications in the
actual management and operation of the club. Not one activity within our club has been
untouched: setting the fees at the start of the year, deciding how to run a race program
providing we could manage one at all, reworking the boat availability and training
programs, cancelling the meal part of Thursday night sailing and pot-lucks, not having
any regattas, Sailweek, the Commodore’s sail past, putting in and taking out all the
equipment, Thanksgiving dinner, the Commodore’s Awards Dinner and the AGM. Every
one of these events required at least twice the effort from your already hardworking
executive and they did not let you down. I only joined this executive late in the season,
however, I have been there long enough to witness firsthand, what I think is sometimes
forgotten, the efforts of this small group of dedicated members giving of their time. I
want to express my thanks on behalf of all the members to each one of them! I know
they are appreciated but feel the odd shout out is in order as well.
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This has been a difficult year for our members as well, for some a lot tougher time that
we have been aware of. I certainly join with the executive and members in expressing
the hope for better things in the coming year for each and every one of you as well. I
would also like to express my thanks and acknowledge all the members for your
continued efforts and support this past year as well. It is appreciated!
There will likely be a strong impact on the club
management as well as the membership this coming
year due to this COVID issue as well. The only
advantage we have is that this time we are
somewhat aware of the problems that will arise and
can better manage them. Regardless of what is yet
to come, I foresee several of our programs getting
seriously revised and improved this coming year.
The Mainsheet and emails will keep you informed
over the winter and in the coming season, insuring
you’re fully up to date with their development and
implementation.
That pretty well sums up what I have to say with the
exception of stay safe, have a great winter and I
look forward to seeing you this spring.
Fred

"Closing" Remarks from the Shore Captain
A big thanks to all those who came out to the club for our closing-up tasks. The weather
induced last minute schedule change, of retrieving the dock, boats, hoists and ramps on the
Saturday was born out by 30 + knot winds on the Sunday. That would have been nasty
landing equipment on shore.
Apologies to those who came out Sunday expecting to have some pre-assigned boat
chores......hopefully next Thanksgiving......
A special thanks to Roy Tich and helpers, for the final jobs of shutting down the water and
heating systems..... and Roy's personal favourite, attaching the barge anchor to the tree.
Neil (Shore captain) Dickey
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Message from the Club Manager
Hello WSC members, it’s been a very unpredictable
season! I was honoured to be selected as your club
manager and work with everyone to make this season
fun and memorable for everyone despite the
circumstances. One of the biggest challenges for me
this season was working remotely and managing
everything from home. My favourite part however was
planning events for sail week and chatting with
members via email and phone calls. It was an awesome
experience for me as your club manager. I really wish
that I could come out to the club more and meet
more of you. However, with the COVID-19 situation,
it made it diﬃcult for many of us to be there at the
same time. I really appreciate everyone’s eﬀorts in keeping each other safe and healthy. I was
really glad to see everyone complying with the regulations and policies the Executive enforced.
The online booking portal was a success and allowed everyone to visit the club while complying
with the regulations. Thank you to everyone who made this season a success despite the
pandemic. It was a great experience and I hope everyone enjoyed their summer at WSC.
Ria Sidhu

WSC LOANER FLEET IN 2021
by Rick Stroppel
For many years, WSC has maintained a fleet of 8 Optis for the use of members and their
immediate families. In 2020 we expanded this program with the donation of a Laser Pico and
the lease of 4 C420's from NASC. In 2021 our loaner program will be expanded yet again.
Thanks to further donations and compliments of NASC, we hope to have these boats
available for club members in 2021: 8 Optis, 2 Laser II's, a Laser I, a Laser Pico and 2 C
420's. In addition to being loaned out, these boats will be used by our Junior Coordinator
Halie Mark in her efforts to revive our Junior Sailing program.
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Many people have identified the initial purchase of a
boat as a major impediment to involvement in sailing. We
intend to bridge that gap by offering the use of these
boats to members and potential new members. Some of
the boats will be race-worthy. We would like to
encourage some of our new members to get involved in
racing, beginning with club racing.
More details of the program will be released as the
2021 season approaches. In 2021, we hope to make the
boat loan free to members or subject to a nominal fee.
People borrowing the boats will be responsible to rig and
derig boats and return all equipment, clean and dry, to
storage. People participating will be responsible to get
prior permission from an Executive member and sign
appropriate forms. Some of the people borrowing the
boats will be novice sailors. Please be willing to give
advice if they ask for it...or if you think they need it. We all
need to work together as a club to promote our wonderful sport and encourage new
participants. We made a good start on this program in 2020, we look forward to bigger and
better things in 2021!

CLEANING UP THE CLUB GROUNDS IN 2021
by Rick Stroppel
As the years go by our club boat storage area seems to grow more and more crowded,
even as our membership stays the same. In particular, the racks on the eastern edge of our
property seem to be crowded with "orphan" boats and other equipment which has not been
moved or used for many years. In other areas of the club there are derelict boat dollies
which have been literally forgotten by their owners. In the rafters and elsewhere in the
boathouse, there are numerous sailboat and windsurfer spars, sails, rudders, etc. Over the
years we seem to have lost track of who owns what, and whether everyone is paying for the
storage of boats that they are not using.
Our handbook provides that in the case of a person who ceases to be a Member,
"...unremoved belongings will be disposed of at the discretion of the Executive". We also feel
that there are Members who have forgotten about property left at the club. In 2021 we will be
conducting a comprehensive program to identify and deal with "orphan" property. If you have
a usable boat which has not hit the water in many years, please consider removing it to your
residence...or donating it to the WSC boat loan program. Our boat loan program is also short
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on boat dollies, so please consider a donation if you have one that you don't use anymore. If
you have other property that you want to keep and use, please identify it as yours and/or
consider removing it from the WSC grounds. The racks in particular should be reserved for
boats that are actually being used and members who are actually paying for that privilege,
as required by our Bylaws. You will be hearing more about our plans in the spring of 2021 as
the sailing season approaches. Thanks to all members for your anticipated assistance!

2020 Alberta Sailing Association Annual
General Meeting
ASA will host the 2020 AGM through virtual video software called Zoom on:
Saturday, November 7, 2020
Sign-in from 8:30 am to 8:45 am
Meeting from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Pre-registration and documents for the AGM to follow
Further communication will provide details on participating in the virtual AGM, preregistering for the AGM, learning who is eligible to vote and how to vote using the Zoom
app and landline phones and links to the AGM meeting documents.
If you have any questions, please email president@albertasailing.com
Please note that the WSC Executive has assigned our 2 votes to Vice-Commodore Rick
Stroppel (vicecommodore@wabamunsaiingclub.com) and Junior Sailing Coordinator
Halie Mark (haliedmark@outlook.com). Anyone who wishes to attend the meeting may
do so, but will not be able to vote. If you have any comments related to the meeting that
you wish to discuss with our voting representatives please feel free to contact them by
email prior to the meeting.
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AGM 2019

Here is link where you can access the 2019 AGM draft minutes:
https://members.wabamunsailingclub.com/wp-content/uploads/
2020/10/2019-AGM-Draft-Minutes.pdf
WSC in the FUTURE
Dear members,
Here are links to our two Strategic Planning Documents. They can also be found under Club
Documents in the member section of the web page.
We are hoping everyone will read them and give some serious thought to the future of WSC as
you see it. We feel that we are at a turning point and it is important that we have membership
input for direction on how we should proceed.
The Executive intends to schedule the 2020 AGM in March of 2021, which is only five months
away. In addition to the normal business we will set time aside for a general discussion of the
future of the club. All members will be encouraged to share their opinions at that time. These
documents are 9 and 11 pages long respectively and provide a good, concise summary of the
issues currently facing the club.

Strategic Plan 2017-22 https://members.wabamunsailingclub.com/wp-content/uploads/
2017/06/2017-2022-WSC-Strategic-Planning_17June20.pdf
Volunteer and Youth Sailing 2019-21 https://members.wabamunsailingclub.com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/06/WSC-Strategic-Plan-Volunteer-Youth-Sailing-2019-2021.pdf

WSC Sailing School Opportunities 2021
WSC Sailing school is excited to announce our new Junior sailing program for the 2021
Season. Below are a few of the exciting idea’s we would like to share with our
members.

WSC Youth Sail Team
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This is a competitive program focused on race training. This program will run 3 days a
week alongside WSC club racing.
Participates would be experienced sailors ages 10-18

Adult lessons
These lessons will be taught on weekends either as private one on one sessions or
group lessons. Lessons will run in ½ day sessions
Participates are 18 years of age or older. No experience needed.

Junior Sailing Program
Our Junior training program will include 5 half day sailing lessons following the Sail
Canada Can sail standards of training. This program with be a progression program
where students work towards obtaining Sail Canada certification.

Youth Group Programing
WSC Sailing School would love to work directly with your organization to put together a
perfect option for your specific needs.

NORTHERN ALBERTA – WABAMUN SAILING CLUB
TRUE BREATH OF FRESH AIR DURING THE 2020 COVID 19 PANDEMIC
by Glynis Dorey
The COVID 19 sailing season allowed us to sail, but in club isolation. There were no ASA supported,
open regattas, although a few Alberta sailors attended races at Old Man River, near Fort McLeod and
Lake Newell, near Brooks.
The opening of the Wabamun Sailing Club (WSC) was slightly delayed until June, in order to develop
prudent COVID 19 club operating procedures. Once available, the WSC gave their member a COVID
19 safe place to escape from the self-isolation of their homes. Most of our members’ international and
out-of-province summer travel vacation plans had been cancelled, although a few sailed around the Gulf
islands, off Vancouver. The sailing club became an important haven.
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Fortunately, WSC is in the countryside, on large Lake Wabamun where we all love being. With the
unsettled weather this summer, many sailors came only when the weather was good. Nevertheless, on a
sunny day, the sailors were all out like butterflies.
This unsettled weather brought a great season of winds. They seemed like our typical strong winds of
September, but they blew all summer. There was seldom a dull sailing moment and continuous
opportunities to surf the waves. Actually, we rarely had a chance to relax on the water and enjoy the
distant view of the picturesque shore of trees and hills.
WSC’s SAIL WEEK was a success with great sailing and fun times, including evening bonfires. We had a
strong group of sailors and Brayden Gray did a great job of coaching. Brayden focused on all sailors,
addressing each one’s sailing weaknesses and identifying personalised sailing techniques and strategies
to improve. Brayden’s sailing drills kept us focused and his CAN-SAIL evaluation of each sailor was well
appreciated. With the relentless strong winds, compounded with the two regular weekends of sailing
encompassing the five week days of SAIL WEEK, it totalled ten days of non-stop tough sailing.
Considering that I tented during the whole period, there was not much left of me!
When September came, the winds seem to double in strength. What a blast! We changed from standard
Laser rigging to smaller Radial sails – thank goodness! I never sailed in such crazy winds! We were all
taking “chicken jibes” and we couldn’t sail “block to block” since the wind shifts were extreme and the
over-powering gusts were lengthy. If not, we would either end up in “irons” or get slammed into the water.
Thus getting to the upwind mark took time. The sailing was scary but probably the best part was the
bravado stories we earned to tell afterward – ha ha!.
The beautiful, unusually warm autumn made it easy to keep sailing until the Thanksgiving weekend.
However, the last few weekends were almost void of sailing. We either had no wind or impossible gales.
Sadly we packed our boats for the winter without any final heroic sailing stories like “surviving a sail
despite the snow”.
It was a good sailing season although I greatly missed the comradery of our sailors from other parts of
the province. I sailed every possible weekend. With the COVID 19 pandemic tragedy seriously affecting
all of the world, it felt good to have a success!

2021-2024 Racing Rules of Sailing
World Sailing creates and publishes a new version of the Racing Rules of Sailing every
4 years. Next season we will all be racing under these new rules. There are some
significant changes that both sailors and race committees need to be aware of. Save
these links for some bedtime reading this winter.
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The study version, in the first link below, is useful to see changes made since the last
rulebook was published in 2017.
Study version:
https://www.sailing.org/tools/documents/
StudyVersion20212024WorldSailingRacingRulesofSailing-[26383].pdf
Actual new rules:
https://www.sailing.org/tools/documents/RRS20212024Final-[26369].pdf
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