
Mainsheet  September 2022 

Commodore’s Message 

 

Ahoy! 

We’re into the tail end of our season….It’s been a warm last half of summer, with indeed lots of sun, but the winds were fickle:  very often too 
light….or too heavy! 

We welcomed several new members over the summer: Trevor Russel and family, Wojciech and Tamara Drobina and family, and Hobie 
sailors Jeff and Melissa Carter.  Welcome to the Wabamun Sailing Club:  we hope you are enjoying your first year at our club! 

We’ve had a very successful season with the WSC Sailing School, led by Halie Mark and her instructors Alycia Daubercies, Logan Mark, 
Graham Stewart and Macy Shepard. Many people were introduced to sailing and our club through this program. We’re learning more all the 
time about how to improve our offering. 

We have finalized our contractual arrangements with the cadets, and their boats arrived on Sept 3.  We are really looking forward to this 
new chapter in club’s development!  There will be some flexibility required of WSC club members and the cadets, particularly in regards to 
kitchen useage.  But we can make this work!  Take a look at the cadet article elsewhere in this newsletter: let’s make them feel 
welcome!   

We enjoyed another Pot Luck social on Aug 20: lots of varied food and got to meet members of the club don’t always run into! Our next 
potluck is Sat Sept 17: come on out and share a dish! 

Keep in mind that club members will have limited access to the kitchen this day, to give the cadet caterer the ability to prepare and serve 
supper for the cadets, so we will have to minimize our use of the kitchen. Club Manager Lori Jones will have more information on the 
kitchen limitations for that day. 

Coming up in October will be the Rum Barrel regatta on Sat Oct 8, and the Thanksgiving Regatta on Sunday Oct 9.  We’ll finish the day 
by taking out the docks and boats and sitting down to a Thanksgiving dinner.  

The Commodore’s Banquet will wrap up our 2022 season and will be on Sat Nov 19: come out and enjoy a delicious meal and some great 
company! See the poster elsewhere in this newsletter for more information. 

Let’s make the most of our last month of sailing…before we switch over to our winter activities! 

See you on the water! 

 

Frank Grell, Commodore 



September Membership Chair Report 

Greetings WSC Members, 

Please join me in welcoming Jeff and Melissa Carter to the club.  They have applied for Family Active Membership 

on the notice board. 

Please also join me in welcoming Trevor Russel, and Ethan and Chantelle Kortbeek as Provisional Active Mem-

bers. Also, please welcome Wojciech and Tamara Drobina as Active Social Members. 

Please see below for the current membership statistics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Mark Bugiak 

Membership Chair’s Message 



2022 WSC Sailing School Update 

 

The Wabamun Sailing School has had an exciting year, we started off with a bang in July and kept that pace throughout the summer. We 

hosted a variety of programs for all ages. We are looking forward to welcoming a few more groups in the upcoming weeks.  

Sail week was a highlight of the season with excellent attendance and a wonderful time had by all! Another highlight of this season has been 

welcoming so many fresh faces to the club through our private/group lessons. It is such an amazing feeling to share the sport we all love with 

so many new people!  

We were successful in obtaining an operating grant which has allowed us to start looking for a new coach boat! We are currently looking for an 

inflatable rib, the perfect equipment allowing for excellent instruction and safety standards. This will also allow for less use of the whalers. This 

funding will also be used to market the school to the public, and purchase safety equipment including life jackets and helmets.  

I am so proud of our instructors and the growth that has occurred in their instruction and sailing skill set. I was also happy to welcome Macy 

Shepard to our team in August, her enthusiasm for the sport is a fantastic asset to the WSC Sailing school and we are happy to have her on 

board.  

I am looking forward to next season and the endless opportunities in front of us! 

 

Halie Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Just Stuff that Warrants a Big Thanks! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Many thanks also are extended to Trevor Peterson 

for the new water booty cleaning pole. Very 

innovative. 

This is meant to keep the sand out of the sinks and 

showers in the club house. Over time, this is not so 

good for the septic system. 

 

Thanks every-so-much Terry Peacock 
for  cleaning up, painting, putting on a  

new handle AND new signage. 
 

Well done sir! 



 
Sea Cadet Program at WSC 

 

As had been communicated previously, WSC has been in negotiations 
with DND Sea Cadets over the last several months to partner with them 
to become their Regional Sailing Centre.  Derrick Hiltz has been 
instrumental in helping us work with DND.  We have now signed an 
agreement with DND. 
  
They arrived Saturday Sept 3, bringing in their 20 - 420 sailboats, and 
storing them along the west fence. 
Brittany Low is their Lead Instructor. 

 
Their actual training will be Sept 10/11, Sept 17/18, Sept 24/25, Sept 
29-Oct 2 and Oct 8/9, with boat removal to follow.  They bring all their 
own equipment for their training (motorboats, marks, etc) 
  
They will have full access to our facilities (washrooms,  clubhouse 
downstairs and upstairs, and the kitchen).  Their caterer will be using the 
kitchen for meal preparation (up to 3 meals a day).  So their caterer can 
successfully 

provide all the required meals, WSC members will have 
limited access to the kitchen during those weekends (very 
much like when we run a big regatta).  We will work out 
a schedule with them to outline the shared usage 
times. WSC Club Manager Lori Jones will help WSC 
coordinate with them when they are on-site as well as 
help manage kitchen access. 
  
This is the same group that was here back in 2019 and 
had a very successful season. Our experience back then 
was that this was a group of well-mannered youth who 
were a pleasure to work with!  Your executive feels that 
this is a very worthwhile partnership to help drive up youth 
and membership in our club and we hope you are on-
board with this effort! 
  
Let’s make them feel welcome! 
 
Frank Grell 
Commodore  



DND Sea Cadet Training Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that’s organization... 

 



The Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund was started by Dan Sorochan, who is one of the Founding Members of 

our Club, in 1990.  Since then, Danny has contributed to the fund numerous times and in 2016, with Dan and his 

family’s approval, it was established as an endowment at the Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF).  This 

endowment currently guarantees that 4% of the principal fund will be granted each year.  The goal of the fund is 

to support development and enhancement of junior sailing programs at WSC and to support young sailors to 

travel to and compete at regional, national and international levels and sail training events.  

The Endowment was created in 2016 with an initial donation from Dan of $25,000.  The following year the re-

maining Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing funds held by WSC were donated to be part of the ECF fund.  For the 

first four years of its existence, ECF sent grants to Sail Canada which has the necessary charitable status with 

CRA.  $7323 have been received from Sail Canada to date and used to support junior sailing programs at our 

Club. 

For 2022 and beyond we will be directing ECF to send grants to Wind Athletes Canada (WAC).  This is a Regis-

tered Canadian Amateur Athletic Association set up expressly to support competitive sailing in Canada.  Here is 

a link to their website:  www.windathletes.ca.  WAC will accept the grants from ECF each year and WSC will be 

able to apply these funds to our junior sailing programs.  Additionally, anyone can donate directly to WAC and 

request that it be directed to our Danny Sorochan Fund.  Note that funds donated directly to WAC must remain 

at arms length from the donor. 

If you have any questions about this fund, please direct them to secretary@wabamunsailingclub.com. 

 

 

 

Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund  

Please consider a donation to help fund junior sailors at WSC.  You have 2 op-

tions: 

To support the endowment, click on this link to donate to the Danny Sorochan 

Junior Sailing Fund at the Edmonton Community Foundation: 

https://www.ecfoundation.org/funds/danny-sorochan-junior-sailing-fund/  
To directly support junior sailing programs through the Danny Sorochan Junior 

Sailing fund at WSC click on this link:  

https://www.windathletes.ca/athletes/wabamun-sailing-club-danny-sorochan-

junior-sailing-fund  

Donations to both these funds are tax deductible. 

 

 

http://www.windathletes.ca
mailto:secretary@wabamunsailingclub.com
https://www.ecfoundation.org/funds/danny-sorochan-junior-sailing-fund/


 
Important Dates and Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potluck Dinner 

Next Potluck Dinner: Saturday September 17th! 

Due to the shared kitchen space with the Caterer (Layla) for the Sea Cadets, 

this potluck dinner will start at 7 pm. See you then!  

Thanksgiving Celebration at WSC  
Sunday October 9th, 2022  

Dinner will be served after the clean up work is done!  
 

Ticket prices are:  

$25 for adults  

$10 for kids 6-13  

No charge for kids under 6  

$20 for vegetarian  

Purchase your dinner tickets by October 5th http://beeid.org/935cffa91523 

or from our Regatta and Events calendar 

http://beeid.org/935cffa91523


 

Commodore’s Banquet 
 

 
 



Rear Commodore’s Message 
 

 2022 PROVINCIAL REGATTA, CALGARY YACHT CLUB, SEPTEMBER 3-5 2022 

 

Five WSC members made the trip to Chestermere for this regatta on the Labour Day weekend: Mark Bugiak and 
Barry Tee (ILCA 7), Hamish Ferguson (Open class in a Sea Spray catamaran) and Macy Shepard and yours truly 
(ILCA 6). This event was a tremendous success, with 58 boats and 78 sailors participating in 7 different fleets. 
Because of Covid 19, these championships were not held in 2020 or 2021. The tradition of a "provincial regatta" 
in Alberta is a very long one: I found a newspaper account of northern Alberta sailors going to race southern 
Alberta sailors at Chestermere in August of 1929. 

The weather was very challenging in the first two days. In most fleets there were two races on Saturday and two 
on Sunday. Then on Monday a typical gusty, puffy westerly wind filled in and Race Officer  

Eleanor Southwell managed to squeeze in five races between 10 AM and 2 PM. That made nine races total for 
most fleets, a very full weekend of racing. It is very difficult to organize a big multi-fleet, multi-race regatta like 
this, especially when winds are light and shifty. Eleanor did an excellent job. 

The hospitality and organization onshore were outstanding. Every competitor received a nice polyester T shirt, A 
"Stormtech" performance jacket, a baseball cap, and a branded recyclable bag to carry all your swag. Calgary 
Yacht Club has an excellent facility at Chestermere, I recommend the trip for anyone who has never been. 

The biggest fleet in terms of boats and sailors was the C420 fleet: 14 boats and 28 sailors. Four crews were from 
CYC, the balance were DND Cadets. The DND has had a strong presence at CYC for many years. Because the 
winds were so light on Saturday and Sunday, I had plenty of time for chatting with CYC members and their club 
manager about DND. I received nothing but positive feedback about the DND program. CYC is lucky insofar as 
their club grounds are much larger than ours, so there is no issue about the storage of boats and gear. Everyone 
seemed to agree that the relationship between CYC and DND at Chestermere is mutually beneficial. 

I enjoyed myself at this event. The club that hosts the Provincial Regatta in 2023 will have a hard act to follow. 

 

Rick Stroppel 

 
 
 

 

Rum Barrel Regatta 

We are cleaning out the fridge and creating an amazing free lunch for all to enjoy! 

Come on out on Saturday for the Rum Barrel Regatta, start time:11:00 am 

Lunch will be served after the race, come and partake...yum, yum. 



Boats For Sale 
 

FOR SALE   15’ Shenandoah Whitehall rowboat   $2,800 

Enquiries:          Ph Keith  780-434-4472      dugganbriggs@gmail.com 

                                                 

                                                        

Unique 15’ Shenandoah Whitehall rowboat for sale, built in 2019. Popular Dave Gentry Duckworks well-proven design, 

beautiful wooden boat classic lines. The perfect rowboat for workouts, a delight to row, very fast and manouevrable, also very roomy / suitable 

for fishing, day trips, or touring. Suitable for a small electric trolling outboard. (For reviews: Google ‘Dave Gentry, Shenandoah Whitehall, 

Images, Small Boats Monthly, Reviews’). Viewable at the Wabamun Sailing Club by appointment, where you can try it out. Contact Keith 

(Edmonton) at ph 780-434-4472   Text 587-921-4558    dugganbriggs@gmail.com 

Offered at the fire sale price of $2,800, not much above the materials cost. Serious enquiries only, please. Sale is cash and carry only, as is, 

where is.  

-Sturdy stable two person 17’ fun paddling and fishing kayak $450 

Contact Keith for more information or appointment to view In Terwillegar, South Edmonton 

Unique, attractive and sturdy, tough-built PBK 17’ kayak, very roomy and stable, tear-proof and puncture-proof poly-canvas on spruce frame 

(well-proven British traditional design from the 1950’s). Built in 2014, still lik. Designed as a roomy three-seater kayak, excellent comfort and 

roominess for one or two persons to paddle. Best suited for lake use and touring, great for paddling in waves and wind. Easily cartopped 

kayak hull is now for sale. (Paddles not included, but trolley, partial sailing rig with rudder are included).  

Ph 780-434-4472    Text 587-921-4558       dugganbriggs@gmail.com 

                                   


