
May 2022 

Commodore’s Message 

Welcome back everyone!  
 
We are looking forward to (finally) planning for maybe a “normal” year at the lake at WSC, after two years of major 
disruptions! As many of you may know there is always a lot of planning work ahead of the season, and this year is no 
exception.  In this newsletter you will find our tentative schedule, and you will see that there is something fun to do at WSC 
every weekend, and many weekdays this summer, from May through to the Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
We kick things off this year with the spring cleanup and getting the docks in on Saturday May 7.  This effort is led by our 
Shore Captain Brian Mark, and supported by all our club members coming out to give a hand! 
 
Some of the highlights of the early part of the season will be hosting the ASA Sailing team the long weekend in May and 
then the Founders’ Regatta on the weekend of June 11-12 (for which many of us will be racing or volunteering to help pull 
off). 
 
The Wabamun Sailing School, under the direction of Haley Mark, had a very successful season in 2021, and she is 
planning for even more this year.   Our WSC Sailing School provides a great entry point into our sport of sailing and a 
chance for future new members to see our club…let’s make them feel welcome! 
 
Lori Jones, our WSC Club Manager, has taken on the initiative that was recommended at the end of last season, which 
was to reach out to some of our members whom we don’t see as often, to enquire if there is something in our offering that 
might be contributing to that. A first step in having a thriving membership roster is retaining members we already have! She 
will continue on with the initiatives we developed last year, which included New Member Integration, Managing the Boat 
Loan program, Managing the Mainsheet, responding to Website enquiries and generally interacting with the club 
membership to facilitate participation in the club. 
 
Tim Harris, our Vice-commodore is working with the team of Wanda Bornn, Jill Weiss and Corinne Brown to advance our 
communication and marketing strategies, piggybacking on the work that was started last year by Lori, Fred and Wanda. 
 
A huge effort was undertaken to implement Membee member management software.  We are a volunteer driven club, and 
as it often does, much of the work falls on the same few shoulders due to a combination of expertise and availability. It 
behooves us to make routine stuff easier to manage for these volunteers, which is the driver behind this upgrade.   
 
I do look forward to seeing everyone back at the club and on the water! 
 
Frank Grell, Commodore 
  



Rear Commodore’s Message 

 

INTRODUCING THE WSC LOANER FLEET 

In the 2022 season 15 boats total will be available for loan to WSC members. It is free of charge to borrow boats but 

borrowers must get prior written permission from any Executive member, Halie Mark, or Club Manager Lori Jones. If 

you are an Executive member borrowing a boat, please get a different Executive member to authorize the loan so 

that we have a written record of all the times when the boats are being 

borrowed. Permission forms will be available in the clubhouse on the 

bulletin board. Some of the boats are required for teaching lessons at 

WSC Sailing School, and will not be available for loan at those times. 

In 2022 our fleet will consist of these 15 boats: 8 Opti's, 3 C420's, 2 Laser 

II's, 1 ILCA 7 and 1 Laser Pico. The Opti's have belonged to WSC for 

many years. The C420's come to us courtesy of a lease-purchase 

agreement with NASC. The other four boats have been donated to WSC 

in the last two years. You will see above the latest addition to the fleet. 

This is a Laser II courtesy of Bill Page (aka "Itaska Bill") at Pigeon Lake. 

We have equipped it with a spinnaker and trapeze. Many of us own sail 

boats which are not conducive to use by novice sailors or taking people 

out for a spin. Most of our loaner fleet is appropriate to these uses. Please 

free to use to borrow one of our loaner boats if you would like to introduce 

friends or family to sailing by taking them out for a sail. 

Rick Stroppel, Rear Commodore 

                       

 

 

 

2021-2024 Rule Books 
 

We have a few available for purchase through the club (ask Lori). 
You may now purchase them through the website here: 

WSC Chandlery 
 
 

 

Catamaran Sailors - Notice 
 

Don Snell and Charles Hamel of Newell Sailing Club are plan-

ning a new website which is not quite up and running yet. 

They will also be starting up a newsletter specifically for cata-

maran sailors. 
 

Stay tuned, more information will be forthcoming. 

http://beeid.org/d1212d4f8e66


Fleet Captain’s Message 

 

Ahoy all, 
 
This year will (hopefully!) be a return to an action packed 
season at our club and around the province. 
 
Our club’s racing schedule starts May 28-29!  

Here are the first few events scheduled for our club: 

• May 28-29 - Saturday Series (2pm) / Sunday Series  
 (10am) 

• Jun 2 - Thursday Fun Racing (7pm) 

• Jun 4-5 - Saturday Series (2pm) / Sunday Series    
 (10am) 

• Jun 9 - Thursday Fun Racing (7pm) 

• Jun 11-12 – Founders Regatta  Saturday  (10am) / Sunday (10am) 
 
Note: please pre-register to race in the Founders Regatta on our website 
 https://wabamunsailingclnts/#id=103  

You can find the rest of the schedule on our website in our events calendar 
ttps://wabamunsailingclub.com/rvents 

It will be busy around the province as well! 
 

There will be several ASA-Sponsored Training events, targeting Youth and ILCA (Laser) sailors, starting with the 
following three weekend events: 

• May 14-15 @ Calgary Yacht Club 

• May 21-23 @ Wabamun Sailing Club 

• May 28-29 @ Calgary Yacht Club 

 
Each event will be $20 (for those of us not on the Alberta Race Team), and you can pre-register on the ASA 
websitehttps:rtasailing.com/events/ 

Some other events to get your game on for include: 

• Calgary Yacht Club - Icebreaker (Jun 4-5) 

• Glenmore Sailing Club - Driftwood (Jun 18-19) 

• Jericho Sailing Centre - Canadian ILCA (Laser) 
  Masters  (Jun 24-26) 
 

Look forward to seeing everyone on the water! 

Russel 

http://beeid.org/5489a240250b
https://wabamunsailingclub.com/regatta-events/#id=103
https://wabamunsailingclub.com/regatta-events
https://albertasailing.com/events/


2022 Canadian ILCA (Laser) Masters 
Jericho Sailing Centre, Vancouver, Jun 24-26 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Welcome back from hibernation, Laser Sailors!  
 

This year’s Canadian ILCA Masters are being held in Vancouver at Jericho Sailing 
Centre, Jun 24-26.  I don’t see a Notice of Race posted yet, but it looks like the 
entry fee will be $100. 
I know it might be difficult to even imagine sailing yet, but I am writing to gauge our 
club’s interest in attending the event so that we might negotiate space on the ASA 
boat trailer that will be attending the event.  (I have spoken with the ASA, and they 
may be able to bring their trailer to Founders and allow us to load after that event 
for the Vancouver Regatta two weeks later).  
If you are vaguely interested, please write Russel 
(fleetcaptain@wabamunsailingclub.com) and let me know.  Once we gauge the 
initial interest, more information will follow. 
  
Best start on those plank exercises now! 
 
Russel 
 
Here is the link for registration and the NoR: 

https://theclubspot.com/regatta/gSn6owXomq 

Here is the direct link to the NoR: 

https://d282wvk2qi4wzk.cloudfront.net/gSn6owXomq_doc_1644519796019 

 
   

mailto:fleetcaptain@wabamunsailingclub.com
https://theclubspot.com/regatta/gSn6owXomq
https://d282wvk2qi4wzk.cloudfront.net/gSn6owXomq_doc_1644519796019


Membership Chair’s Message 

 

Membee Transition Completion 

Hello WSC Members, 

The transition to the new Membee platform is complete and most of you should have paid your memberships 

through the new platform already.  So far, the feedback I have received has been positive.  As a user, I am happy 

to say the platform is more intuitive and flexible than WebCollect and provides many more functions and reporting 

options than WebCollect could offer. 

Over the next year, we will continue to familiarize ourselves with Membee so that we can take advantage of all the 

options from a Membership and Volunteer perspective.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Bruce Barss and Wanda Bornn for all the work they have done on this 

project.  They have put hours of work into this to ensure a successful transition and I can’t overstate how 

appreciative I and the rest of the executive team are for their efforts. 

Membership Chair Update 

The Club Members have been fantastic getting their memberships 

paid through the new Membee platform.  If you are one of the few 

members who have not paid their membership please make sure 

this is done before the end of April.  If you are having trouble 

making payment, please reach out to me at 

membership@wabamunsailingclub.com. 

Mark Bugiak 

Boats for Sale 

The Northern Alberta Sailing College (NASC) has some boats that 
are no longer needed. Prior to offering them for sale to the gen-
eral public, NASC wants to give any members of WSC and EYC a 
chance to purchase these boats, prior to advertising them to a 
wider audience.   

• One used C-420 hull (needs some work) with boom (no 

  rudder, no mast) $200 

• Several used Optimist dinghies, complete with sail, rig,  

  centre-board and rudder.  $800 

• Several used Optimist dollies:  $200 

 
For information, email John Henderson at jeshenderson@me.com  

Finally, we can have an open regatta again! 

Click on the link to learn more and to register 

2022 Founders’ Regatta 

https://wabamunsailingclub.com/regatta-events/
id#=103&cid=1831&wid=1601&type=Cal 

mailto:membership@wabamunsailingclub.com
mailto:jeshenderson@me.com
https://wabamunsailingclub.com/regatta-events/id#=103&cid=1831&wid=1601&type=Cal
https://wabamunsailingclub.com/regatta-events/id#=103&cid=1831&wid=1601&type=Cal


Scholarship Opportunity 
 
The Calgary Foundation has let us know that there is a Bradley Hillmo Anderson Memorial Award for eligible 
students with a preference given to applicants with sailing experience. 
 
If this might be of interest to a sailing person you know, consider passing the following info on to them: 
 
Applicants must be:   

A Canadian citizen or permanent resident.  
Registered in full-time study and have a minimum 2.75 GPA.  
Entering any year of study in their first degree or diploma program.  
Attending one of the following Calgary post-secondary institutions: Alberta University of the Arts, Bow Valley 

College, Mount Royal University, Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, University of Calgary.  
Financial need may be considered.  
Preference given to applicants with sailing experience.  

  
There is one award valued at approximately $400, applied directly to tuition. The deadline to apply is May 30th at 
midnight. Eligible applicants are encouraged to access award information directly at: https://calgaryfoundation.org/

grantsawards-loans/student-awards/athletics/.   
  

To access the Student Awards Online Portal, select ‘Apply Now’ under the award listing on the awards webpage. If there are 

any questions, please contact studentawards@calgaryfoundation.org.  

WSC Member’s Contribution 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Hi everyone, 

In 2020, as part of my contribution efforts as an executive member of the Alberta Sailing Association, I developed a 

presentation on the “Future of Sailing to which we offer to our membership. Currently, the executive of the WSC 

wishes to share this information with its members. 

The issues of poor growth in sailing club membership and youth sailing development are not unique to Alberta, but a 

concern for much of the world.  The “old formula” to attract sailors is not necessarily working.  We need to examine 

the current potential market and to envision the future.  We need to adapt and thrive. 

In 2017, the boat industry of the UK, researched these topics in the Arkenford Watersports Survey and Royal 

Yachting Association (RYA), “Future Customer for Sailing”: from which my presentation is based. 

The presentation includes:  

1. Participation Trends 

2. Lifestyle Activities and Social Trends 

3. Challenge for Sailing Clubs 

4. Adapting for the Future Client Approach 

 

Currently, WSC has attached the presentation to their website 

(under Club Documents). This summer, WSC will organise its 

presentation by me, to interested club members. 

Cheers! 

Glynis Dorey  

https://calgaryfoundation.org/grantsawards-loans/student-awards/athletics/
https://calgaryfoundation.org/grantsawards-loans/student-awards/athletics/
mailto:studentawards@calgaryfoundation.org


 

Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund 

 

 

The Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund was started by Dan Sorochan, who is one of 

the Founding Members of our Club, in 1990.  Since then, Danny has contributed to the 

fund numerous times and in 2016, with Dan and his family’s approval, it was 

established as an endowment at the Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF).  This 

endowment currently guarantees that 4% of the principal fund will be granted each 

year.  The goal of the fund is to support development and enhancement of junior sailing 

programs at WSC and to support young sailors to travel to and compete at regional, 

national and international levels and sail training events.  

The Endowment was created in 2016 with an initial donation from Dan of $25,000.  The following year the 

remaining Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing funds held by WSC were donated to be part of the ECF fund.  For the 

first four years of its existence, ECF sent grants to Sail Canada which has the necessary charitable status with 

CRA.  $7323 have been received from Sail Canada to date and used to support junior sailing programs at our 

Club. 

For 2022 and beyond we will be directing ECF to send grants to Wind Athletes Canada (WAC).  This is a 

Registered Canadian Amateur Athletic Association set up expressly to support competitive sailing in Canada.  

Here is a link to their website:  www.windathletes.ca.  WAC will accept the grants from ECF each year and WSC 

will be able to apply these funds to our junior sailing programs.  Additionally, anyone can donate directly to WAC 

and request that it be directed to our Danny Sorochan Fund.  Note that funds donated directly to WAC must 

remain at arms length from the donor. 

If you have any questions about this fund, please direct them to secretary@wabamunsailingclub.com. 

  

 Please consider a donation to help fund junior sailors at WSC.  You have 2 

options: 

To support the endowment, click on this link to donate to the Danny Sorochan 

Junior Sailing Fund at the Edmonton Community Foundation: 

https://www.ecfoundation.org/funds/danny-sorochan-junior-sailing-fund/ 

To directly support junior sailing programs through the Danny Sorochan Junior 

Sailing fund at WSC click on this link:  

https://www.windathletes.ca/athletes/wabamun-sailing-club-danny-sorochan-

junior-sailing-fund  

Donations to both these funds are tax deductible. 

 

http://www.windathletes.ca
mailto:secretary@wabamunsailingclub.com
https://www.ecfoundation.org/funds/danny-sorochan-junior-sailing-fund/


John Henoch, Frank Grell, Kate Russell and Samantha Semchuk-Bugiak were a volunteer ad-hoc committee 
that was working on/off since late summer 2021, to see if we could come up with a playground facelift proposal.  
This was not an effort initiated by the executive, but rather an effort by interested club members.   

The thought was that while our playground sort of works, it’s not great.  We think we could do better, and have 
something that would be of strong interest to a variety of ages, club members and potential future club members 
alike. 

We tried to identify our needs and wants, such as potentially dual swings, dual slides, monkey bars, climbing 
wall, etc.  A nautical theme would be kind of appropriate and it might be nice if it were to include mostly natural 
materials.  We realized we could not do everything.  We all took a lot of pictures of playgrounds we’ve seen 
across the country, researched on-line, talked to some playground equipment vendors and looked at less 
expensive ‘background playground’ sets.   

It’s a challenge to come up with something that is not ridiculously expensive, that fits into about the space we 
have and is substantially better than what we’ve already got.   

And we all have other commitments that didn’t leave much time for this.  Maybe we’ve missed something, but 
that’s where we’re at.  We’ve all the information stored on a Google Drive, which would make it easy to take this 
idea forward from this point, to come up with a costed proposal for the club to consider at some future date. 

Here’s an example of one of several ideas we came across in our investigations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Frank Grell 

Playground Upgrade – An Opportunity?  



Manager’s Message 

Well guys, 

The snow is finally gone, woohoo! The ice is melting off 

the lake; it’s just a matter of time now before we are back 

into the swing of things at the club. Soon enough we will 

all be sitting out at the front of the club under the 

cherished laurel leaf willow complaining about the heat 

and lack of wind...hee hee. No seriously, it will be really 

nice to see everyone again enjoying the lake in their 

canoe, on their SUP’s or sailing. 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all the 

members that took the time to chat with me this past 

winter. I received a lot of valuable information. As well, I 

would like to thank Fred Hadley and Frank Grell for their assistance with this project.  

I will be around the club every weekend, so should you need anything or answers to your questions about the boat 

loan program, just ask me. I will do my best to assist you, if I do not know the answer; I will find out and get back to 

you. Looking forward to a fun and busy 2022 sailing season! 

Lori Jones 
 

EIGHT BELLS: W. ROSS CHERITON 

 
Ross Cheriton passed away on January 19, 2022 at the age of 101. Mr. Cheriton was an honourary life member of 
WSC who joined the club in 1964 and served as Commodore in 1969. Fred Hadley tells us that Ross was very 
involved and supportive in the early years of WSC. When the foundations were laid for the present WSC 
clubhouse, Ross was asked to set the far southeastern post and Dan Sorochan was asked to set the southwestern 
post as a token of their contribution to the club. Ross founded the "Eastward Ho" race to Kapasiwin because the 
"Lake Race" westward to EYC had been a fixture for years, and Ross felt that we should also be exploring the 
eastern end of the lake. 
 
Sailing and seafaring were a huge part of Ross' life. Ross graduated from the University of Saskatchewan in 1943 
and promptly volunteered to serve in the Royal Canadian Navy, where he was an officer on a Corvette in WWII. 
After a graduate degree in Engineering at UBC, Ross pursued a long, successful and prominent career as an 
engineer. He had a specialty in forensic engineering.  In 1977 he commissioned the 
construction of an ocean-going yacht at Rival Yachts in Great Britain and proceeded to 
sail it across the Atlantic from the UK to the Caribbean. He also enjoyed woodworking, 
kayaking and water-skiing. 
 
Fred tells us that Ross returned to sailboat racing at WSC very late in his life. Fred 
Hadley and Ross' wife Muriel Cheriton agreed to keep a look-out for Ross when he was 
on the water, and he was able to extend his sailing career at Wabamun. 
Ross Cheriton was by all accounts a remarkable man. 
 
Rick Stroppel 


