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MAINSHEET
Thank You Jim!
Recently we received word from Jim Bohun that he has
decided to step down as Commodore. On behalf of the
Executive and the Membership of WSC, I would like to
thank Jim sincerely for the service he has provided to
the club over the last 20 months when he has served
as Vice Commodore and Commodore. I wish Jim and
his family, Melanie Niemi-Bohun, Sam and Adam, all
the best. Whatever personal challenges Jim is facing, I
hope that he and his family will find some time to come
to the club later this summer to enjoy some sailing and
fellowship. The Covid 19 pandemic has posed a
tremendous challenge for our club and an individual
challenge for many of our members. Let's all be patient
and bear with each other to make the best of our
diﬃcult situation.
Rick Stroppel, Vice Commodore, Wabamun Sailing
Club
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INTRODUCING THE WSC LASER PICO
by Rick Stroppel, Vice Commodore
Former WSC member and sailor Ian Rudland recently made a kind donation of a Laser Pico
sailboat to WSC. The boat was manufactured in 2007 and it has been lightly used, it is in
excellent shape for its age. The boat was
donated complete with all accessories, a
cover, and a dolly.
The Laser Pico was designed in the
mid-1990's by Jo Richard and is expressly
designed for recreational and sailing school
use, it is not really a racing boat. It is two feet
shorter than a Laser, about the same beam,
and the hull weighs about the same. The
design of the hull is very different with a
completely open, self-draining cockpit and a
high boom. It is very comfortable for a small
or medium sized adult, or two kids. It is made
of rotomolded thermoplastic, meaning it is not
hard like fiberglass, it has some "give",
making it extremely durable. It has a mainsail
and a very small jib, and it can be sailed with
or without the jib. It has some really unique
features for recreational use. For instance,
the unbattened mainsail can be reefed simply
by taking a few turns around the mast without
taking the rig down, then re-attach the clew with a snap shackle, no knots to tie.
The Laser Pico is available for use by all club members. The boat is parked at the south
edge of the Laser pen, the cover is clearly marked. To sail it you need the following from
locker #22: A blue sail bag, grey sailbag, rudder and daggerboard. If you are stumped by any
aspect of the rigging, there is a rigging manual in a blue binder in the grey sailbag. Locker
#22 is not locked, the hasp is secured with a caribiner. To use the boat, consult with the the
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Executive on Duty that day, or some other member of the WSC Executive. Please leave the
boat as you find it, with all the gear clean and dry and folded and put away when you are
finished.
As mentioned, the Pico is not really a racing boat, if you raced you would be timed with an
hourglass. The Pico does not have an active RYA handicap number because it has not been
raced in sufficient numbers for about the last ten years. It has a provisional rating which
indicates that it is substantially slower than a Laser 4.7. But it is just the thing for teaching
bigger kids how to sail, and for adults to take their little ones for a sail in a boat which has
way more usable room than a regular Laser. Thank you Mr. Rudland for your generous
donation to WSC!

A Message from WSC’s Club Manager
Hello everyone, my name is Ria Sidhu and I am
the club manager at WSC. I am honoured to
take on this role and help out at the club this
season. With the COVID-19 pandemic, it has
been difficult for all of us to make this season
run smoothly. I am so glad that members have
been so wonderful when it came to booking
online and self-assessing. Thank you for that!
In my role, I manage the club and the bookings
while assisting the executive as well. In my time
so far, I have faced many opportunities and
challenges. The Executive have been so
supportive in my role. I struggled in the beginning
with communicating and understanding the club guidelines. Now, I have developed a better
understanding and am ready to take on any challenges. My biggest accomplishment has been
working with the student cadets and helping them settle into the club. I have been working with them

Wabamun Sailing Club

3

Wabamun Sailing Club

July 2020

over our newly developed Instagram page (@wsc_alberta) which has been a huge success so far!
Do not forget to follow our page there as well.
I would really like to plan some social events but with COVID-19, we have limited options. If anyone
has any ideas for some events they would like to see happen, please do not hesitate to contact me
via email (clubmanager@wabamunsailingclub.com). I hope to see many of you soon!

Commodores’s Day and Commodore’s Social
This event will be taking place on August 1 in an altered form. We will be hosting the
Anniversary Cup and Memorial races at 10am, followed by the Ex- Commodore’s Handicap
race at 1pm. At 2pm we will go ahead and have the Commodores’s Social at the clubhouse
or on the lawn. The Social will allow all members to participate and bring immediate family
members too. We will be serving light refreshments due to COVID-19 guidelines and have
some activities as well. Pleased come out to this awesome event!

Self Booking Portal in COVID-19
Hi WSC’ers!
My name is James Brown and I am the Volunteer Coordinator for this year. As most of you
have become aware, we are using a new online platform, WSC.iVolunteer.com, to track not
only volunteer commitments but also to track participation at the club so that we stay in
compliance with Alberta Health Services contact tracing guidelines.
We are still in the process of assigning volunteers but this should be complete by mid-July.
You will get a notification of your commitment and reminders of your volunteer commitments.
Participant List. This is the list for tracking who is at WSC for COVID-19 contact tracing
purposes. Please sign up so we can minimize the effort to maintain a complete list of who
was at the club on a given day. Also, if your plans change and you cannot make it to the
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club, please use the link in the reminder email to remove yourself from the list. It only takes a
moment and helps us have a more accurate list.
Signing up guests: if you would like to bring a guest to the club, please sign them up on the
participant list, but beside last name add in brackets Guest:Member name. For example, if I
was bring a guest, Joe Smith, I would enter the last name as Smith (Guest: Brown).
If you have any questions, concerns, or feedback on the system, please let either Ria
(manager@wabamunsailingclub.com ) or I (volunteer@wabamunsailingclub.com) know.
Thanks, and see you at the club!
James

Upcoming Events
•
•

July 25, 5 PM, Clubhouse
August 1, Commodores’s Day and Commodore’s Social
• 10 AM: Anniversary Cup, 1 PM: Ex- Commodore’s Handicap Race, 2 PM: Commodore’s
Social in the Clubhouse or on the lawn (all members and their immediate families are
welcome! COVID-19 Friendly Light Refreshments and Activities)

•

August 10 to 14, Sail Week

•

August 15, 16, 10 AM, Sail Week Regatta

•

October 10, Rum Barrel Regatta

•

October 11, Thanksgiving Regatta
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For Laser Enthusiasts!!
Here is a great website for Laser Sailors. Besides sailing tips there is lots of
information on rigging, sailing theory, knots, buying a laser, accessories and more.
https://lasersailingtips.com/

NEW AT WSC – BOATS AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS TO USE

WSC has the following boats available for use by Club Members: 7 Optimists, 4 C420's and
1 Laser Pico. Members interested in borrowing a boat must consult with the Executive
member on duty for that weekend, or some other Executive member. Members borrowing
boats are responsible to rig and derig boats and return all equipment, clean and dry, to its
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proper storage place. Members borrowing boats are responsible for any loss or damage to
equipment caused by negligence or misuse. WSC is responsible for reasonable wear and
tear. Members borrowing the C420 sailboats are required to complete a sign-out form. All
members borrowing boats and anyone using the WSC boats do so at their own risk. There is
no charge for members borrowing boats.

Did you know?
All WSC members are required to carry adequate insurance. This means:
If you race you must make sure you are carrying racing insurance. It is important that
you contact your broker or insurance company to confirm this. Most policies do not
cover this type of insurance and others limit when you are covered such as only when
you are at your own club or only up to a certain size of boat.
If you occupy an RV stall or have an RV that you bring to the Club, you are required to
carry liability and property insurance for that RV.
When you registered in WebCollect you checked a box or boxes confirming that you
carry adequate insurance. Now, please ensure that you do.

No Yearbook This Year
We have decided not to publish a yearbook this season. Sorry for the inconvenience for
those of you that like to hold a book in your hand. Instead an up-to-date membership list is
now posted on the members’ section of the website under Club Documents. Please send a
message to secretary@wabamunsailingclub.com if you find any errors or omissions. You
will also find the 2020 version of the Sailing Instructions there. For anyone that does not
have last year’s yearbook, there is a digital version in this same section of the website.
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