Mainsheet

July 2021

Commodore’s Message
SAIL WEEK 2021, ALMOST BACK TO NORMAL
The easing of Covid 19 restrictions in early July came just in time for us to plan our Sail Week for July 19-23. This turned out to be one of the
most successful events of recent years. The wind was steady all week culminating in a good breeze on Friday, which turned into "survival"
weather in the afternoon. Our sailors, our sailboats, and our rescue boats were all put to the test. The racing and social events were enjoyed
by all.
There are literally too many people to thank by name, but I would like to single out a few. Our Club Manager, Lori Jones was extremely helpful
in developing the schedule and helping to organize social events and several communal meals. ASA provided us with a coach, Shelby Weicht,
and the use of a coach boat. Sail Week was the first big test for the Wabamun Sailing Club Sailing School, which has taken over from NASC. I
heard numerous people praise head instructor Halie Mark and her coaches. The WSC version of sailing instruction at our club is off to a
roaring start. Thanks to Ken Tichkowsky for his service as daily "Cock of the Walk" master of ceremonies. Fred Hadley kept a photographic
record of proceedings and we look forward to his pictures. Mae Hadley provided the indispensable ice cream treats every afternoon. Thanks to
all the other families and individuals who show up, year after year, to do what they always do to make this event a success.
SAIL WEEK REGATTA
Sail week culminated in the annual Sail Week Regatta July 24 and 25. A total of 28 boats and 33 sailors competed in a one-fleet handicap
format. The starting line was crowded with competitors anxious to demonstrate what they had learned during the week. Russel Krause upheld
the honour of WSC with the victory. Bill Plaxton of Calgary was second, Phil Paxton of CYC was third. Three points separated the top three
boats, all of which were ILCA 7's. We should have saved some of the wind from the week for the weekend, it was very light. Our crack race
management team was able to squeeze five good races from the challenging conditions. I extend kudos to Stacey, Jordyce, Tim, Mark and
Andy Nagy from CYC.
Rick Stroppel, Commodore

Vice-Commodore’s Message
To stay vibrant, our club must continuously work at recruiting new members. In the June Mainsheet, we identified some actions we are taking
in that direction.
One of these actions is to encourage our members, sometime over the summer, to invite a friend who might be the type of person who would
join a club such as ours. This could be sailors or would-be sailors. But it could also be friends who would enjoy having a place on the water
front where they could enjoy swimming, kayaking, canoeing or stand-up paddle boarding, and as members, they can store their equipment at
the club.
If the wind is cooperative, you can take them for a ride on your boat. If that boat is inappropriate, the club now has some 420’s that if they are
not tied up with sail lessons can be borrowed to give your company a ride.
Choose any time over the summer that’s ideal for you and your guests and the weather is forecast to be nice!
Any other suggestions for other ways of recruiting new members are welcome!
Frank Grell, Vice-Commodore

A Few Snippets from Sailweek

Welcome to new members
Hello members. Thank you so much for attending SailWeek this year. I hope that everyone had as much fun as I did. We have a few new
members to welcome so please join me in this. New to the club are Daniel and Leonora Wieringa and their children Mae, Jasmine and
Maximus. Also returning members are Dana Goodwin, who some may remember as Dana Lang, and her husband Mike and children Atya
and Xenya. If anyone sees a new face please say hello and extend a WSC welcome. Please also invite friends, coworkers and neighbours
out to the club in the hopes that we can continue to increase people enjoying sailing.
Judy Townsend, Membership Director

Commodore’s Sailpast
Mark this day on your calendar: Sunday, August 15th, 2021.Celebration: 1:00 pm
A special celebration is held annually to honour the Commodore’s dedication and service to the Club. Marine tradition,
which goes back hundreds of years, had a Sailpast where the Commodore would review the sailing fleet at a club. The day
begins with the Hagen-Visman and the Memorial Cup races. After that Commodore and their family are ferried to the Barge
and members sail past and salute the commodore. Once everyone is gathered back on shore a lovely reception is hosted
by the Vice Commodore and members enjoy an afternoon of food, beverages and socializing.
Two special races take place on the Sunday morning of the Commodore’s Sailpast. The Memorial Cup is in honour of two
sailors who lost their lives on Lake Wabamun and the Anniversary Cup celebrates the Club’s longevity. Special awards are
presented as part of the Commodore’s Sailpast ceremony.

Eight Bells: Dick Steiner
Former WSC member Dick Steiner passed
away on July 3 2021 at the age of 79. Dick
was the Commodore of WSC in 1998. Dick
and his wife Bonnie were stalwart members
and avid Tasar sailors. Dick had a very
interesting childhood which included
residence in Shanghai, China and Chile.
We offer condolences to his family and
friends.
Rick Stroppel, Commodore

WSC Sailing School
The WSC Sailing School has had a fantastic start to the season. Starting with our incredible Staff: Coach Connor CroweLummis, CANSail 1, 2 Instructor. Connor is a long-time member of the Wabamun Sailing Club. He sails a laser and is amazing
with our students. Coach Alycia Daubercies CANSail 3, 4 Instructor. Alycia learned to sail though the Sea Cadet program, she is
an amazing instructor with well-rounded coaching abilities. Alycia sails a variety of sailboats. Lastly, I would like to introduce our
members to Coach Shailynn Thibeault CANSail 3, 4 Instructor. Shailynn has also taken her sail training through the Sea cadet
program. Her knowledge of the CANSail Program is invaluable. She also sails a variety of boats. The instructors combined
knowledge and experience working with youth, has allowed us to start our year strong, with nothing but positive feedback from
our students and families. I am so pleased to have them on board for the season!
We started the season with the Blueberry Boy Scout’s Troop. We had a great day, getting everyone on the water to experience
a sail. Since then, we have offered 3 weeks of training Monday-Friday as well as a variety of weekend lessons to both members
and non-members.

Sailweek 2021 was a
tremendous success and
a great time was had by
all. We were all excited to
see the enthusiasm to
learn and sail as much as
possible throughout the
week! Who knows maybe
our Dream of a WSC Sail
team is just around the
corner! Only a few weeks
to go and the Season will
be over! We currently
have a few spots available
in all our programs, except
our adult full-week
session, which has sold
out. If you or someone
you know is interested in
participating in lessons,
please head over to our
website to have a look at
our various program
options.

https://wabamunsailingclub.com/sailing/training/

Safe Boating Guide

Save the Date

https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/
migrated/tp_511e.pdf

2020 AGM will be held on Sept 9th.
It will be an in-person meeting

August Event and Volunteer Schedule

Don’t Forget to Lock Up
I have been asked to remind all members to remember to lock up all the doors on all
our buildings and other property at the end of the sailing day. Remember to check all
the doors on the clubhouse, all the doors on the boathouse, the locks on the safety
boat lifts and the gas shed. Our club contains a lot of valuable property which could
be stolen or misused, let's take good care of everything.
Rick Stroppel, Commodore

Facebook
The Wabamun Sailing
Club Facebook page is
active again. Search for
‘Wabamun Sailing Club’
and ‘Like’ it….

Lost and Found
WSC’s “Lily Pad” has been misplaced.
Have you seen it? If you used it lately or
know of its’ whereabouts, please let me
know: manager@wabamunsailingclub.com.

Scoring 2021
The RYA Portsmouth handicap ratings will be used to score handicap races at WSC starting this year. The US Portsmouth
ratings have not been kept up to date and since even the US is adopting the British standard, it seems reasonable that
we should as well. Here is a link for more information:
https://www.rya.org.uk/racing/running-racing/portsmouth-yardstick
To correct the finishing time of a boat, divide the elapsed time (in seconds) by the handicap number and multiply by
1000. This gives the corrected time in seconds. If your boat is not listed in these ratings, it will be calculated.

Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund
Call for applications
The WSC Executive would like to invite junior members and members’ children to apply for travel funding from the proceeds of the Danny
Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund. Limited funds are available and will be distributed to successful applicants based on the merits of the application.
Eligible applicants must be members in good standing of the Wabamun Sailing Club that are either:
Under the age of 18 years old on April 30, or
A Full-time student (supporting documentation may be required) between the ages of 19 –25 years old on April 30.
Use this application to apply for reimbursement of travelling expenses incurred when competing in ASA/Sail Canada sanctioned regattas
(not including any regattas held at Wabamun Lake) or participating in training camps. Travel in 2020 or 2021 is eligible. As per the guidelines, the event must be at least 200km from your home.

WSC Receives Grant from 2019 Canada Winter Games Legacy Fund Society
Thank you 2019 CWG Legacy Fund Society for supporting the growth of sailing in Alberta and the Wabamun Sailing Club!
WSC is one of the 35 lucky groups to get support from the 2019 Canada Winter Games Legacy Fund. "The 2019 Canada Games in Red
Deer were truly transformative and continue to foster meaningful legacies across Alberta," said Kelly-Ann Paul, Senior Vice-President of
Host Relations at the Canada Games Council. "These legacy grants will enrich and uplift organizations and communities as we strive to
strengthen the fabric of Canada through the power of sport." WSC received funding to support the WSC Sailing School and club
equipment.

2021-2024 Rule Books
Now available at ASA - $25 plus shipping if applicable
We also have a few available for purchase through the club.
Contact Lori: manager@wabamunsailingclub.com

Danny Sorochan Junior Sailing Fund
Fund proceeds will be directed to junior sail training and programs. As the fund grows, there will be opportunities for
funding for junior sailors to travel to competitions locally, provincially, nationally and internationally, as well as other
junior sailing events.-d/ www.ecfoundation.org/funds/danny-sorochan-junior-sailing-fund/
Donations to this fund are tax deductible.
This is from the ECF website: EDMONTON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION exists to help the people of Edmonton and area by
encouraging philanthropy and funding charitable activities. Through contributions from donors, the Foundation assembles
and administers permanent pools of capital so the returns can be perpetually reinvested in our community. The Foundation
complements and supports other charitable agencies.
Donations of any amount are welcome. Tax receipts are issued for amounts greater than $20. It is important to note
that no direct benefit may accrue to donors who are issued tax receipts.
Financial details and programs supported can be seen at this https://members.wabamunsailingclub.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/05/Danny-Sorochan-Junior-Sailing-Fund-for-web-page.pdf on our website.

Manager’s Message
Well good day everyone! I have been in the position of Manager since January, 2021, and have finally been able to
interact with some of the members, face-to-face…hallelujah. It has been a really trying year and a half (COVID) and
I certainly feel blessed to be a part of this community again. You are all so much appreciated!
Sailweek went off without a hitch. Many thanks are warranted, however, there are far to many to mention. So a
huge thanks goes out to all of you involved with the planning, preparation, serving and cleaning up - you know who
you are! Actually, pretty much all members are included in this, it was definitely a collaborative effort.
The boat loan program was launched by non-other than Member-at-large, Mark Bugiak, who took his beautiful
family out for an afternoon sail during Sailweek. Good on you Mark. Really nice to see the 420’s being used for
these special moments! We also have two new programs in full swing: asklori@wabamunsailingclub.com (do you
need to know something about an upcoming event?, or maybe what your volunteer responsibilities are, but you just
can’t remember where to find that, ask me!, I will help in any way I can. Also, the “Suggestion Box” is in full sweep.
Do you have a great idea to benefit the club? Let me know at: suggestionbox@wabamunsailingclub.com.
There is also an opportunity to hold a workshop with respect to our website. I am open to suggestions and if there
is enough interest and the timing is right, we can all get together in the next few weeks. Please let me know of your
interest at manager@wabamunsailingclub.com. If we have a lot of interest, I will hold a session at the club, one
Saturday afternoon...if not, perhaps a one-on-one. Let me know of your interest.
Many thanks go out once again to Bruce Barrs for all the communications he sends out at our last minute requests
to keep all of the members informed…and of course to Wanda Bornn for all the “behind the scenes” work that she
does. Don’t know where we’d be without you guys, thank you, thank you, thank you.
In closing, I wish to share this: https://www.cbc.ca/sportslongform/entry/cbc-sports-oral-histories-larry-lemieux
An incredible article I know you will enjoy. Cheers, Lori Jones, WSC Manager

